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VII. 


Tue Counci. MEETING. 


Last week the Council spent nearly the whole of 
two days at Red Lion Square. On Tuesday a series 
of Committee Meetings commenced at 2 p.m. and 
continued until 6. The members then adjourned for 
an hour and a Special Council Meeting was opened 
a7. This was devoted to a critical review of the 
new bye-laws which have been recast by a Committee 
so as to bring them into unison with the various 
alterations made by Council, necessitated by the New 
Charter, the New Matriculation Examination, and 
the ‘Four Years Course.”” The meeting adjourned 
at 9.80 p.m. to meet again on Wednesday at 5 p.m. 
The adjourned meeting lasted till nearly 10 p.m. on 
Wednesday night, and the bye-laws, as approved, will 
require confirmation at a special meeting within 
fourteen days of Jan. 22nd. 

On the Wednesday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. the 
Quarterly Meeting of Council was held, and a full 
report of the proceedings occupies a large amount 
of our space tnis week. At the earliest moment a 
vote of condolence and sympathy with the family 
of the late Professor Walley was carried unanimously. 
Then some correspondence followed, and some pre- 
sentations to our melancholy Library and Museum 
were acknowledged. Reports of Committees came 
next. 

Recistration CoMMITTEE. 


The Registration Committee’s report showed that 
the work of ‘“ setting our house in order "’ was being 
seriously attended to. No less than 50 cases of 
alleged offences against the Veterinary Surgeons Act 
had been considered. In some cases the solicitor 
was authorised to prosecute ; in other undertakings 
to discontinue the practices complained of were 
accepted. In one case the Council ordered that a 
name be removed from the Register. 


Tae Examinations ComMMITTEE. 


This report was referred back for further consider- 
ation, as it raised one or two controversial questions 
which the Council, at this stage, was not prepared to 
determine. The Committee had however achieved 
one useful piece of work in purchasing instruments 
desired by the examiners for the furtherance of their 
work. Some discussion arose on the minimum per- 
centage of marks to be gained by candidates in the 
professional examinations, and it was ultimately 
carried by 2 to 1 that the number remain at 45. 


Finance. 
This Committee had the pleasing information to 


give that the College had nearly seven hundred 
pounds in the bank. 


Tue Boarp or AGRICULTURE. 


When we reprinted from Whitaker the names and 
salaries of the officers of the Board we thought they 
were correct. They were not, and we now give 
below a comparative statement showing the change 
made since Professor Brown’s retirement. 


BEFORE. SINCE. 
Director, Director—abolished 
Prof. Brown £1000 Principal, ; 
Chief Vet. Insp., | Major Tennant, £900 
A. C. Cope £800 Veterinary Inspector 
Assist. Vet. Insp., A. C. Cope 
W. Duguid £450 Assist. Vet. Insp., 


Chief Trav. Insp., 
Major Tennant £500 


Two men have now to do the work of three. 
Swine-fever supplies post-mortem work to an extent 
quite enough to engage one entirely. 

Illness of either of the veterinary advisers would 
cause a most serious and detrimental catastrophe at 
the Board, and some stranger would have to be 
called in. Professor Brown’s retirement was qualified 
by a ‘‘ consultative” appointment which perhaps the 
Board rely on to fill any temporary vacancy. If so 
they are using the Professor to control his late 
colleagues. 


W. Duguid £625 


TWO WAYS WITH TUBERCULOSIS. 


(Continued from page 407.) 

The way indicated last week of attacking tubercu- 
losis is the best—i.e., by a compulsory law demand- 
ing notification by the owner and providing for isola- 
tion, slaughter and compensation. The law to be 
enforced by local authorities under a general control 
of the Board of Agriculture. 

There is an alternative method by which good 
results might be obtained, but it is purely voluntary. 
Its adoption by a few would, however, compel others 
to follow suit in self-protection. It may be called 
the Caveat emptor method. It appeals to all interested 
—to the stock-owner and the veterinary surgeon. 
When other classes become interested they will play 
their own cards quite irrespective of the interests of 
those now affected, and meantime the stock-owner 
and veterinarian might begin to mutually take care 
of each other. 

The Board of Agriculture, with its army of lay 
inspectors will not be anxious to interfere with 
tuberculosis. They could not send a retired sailor 
down to a pedigree herd and pole-axe the lot because 
one case of tubercle had been discovered. They 
would find it too expensive to send the marine gentle- 
man down to see each fresh case as it developed. 
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They could not utilize the advantages of tuberculin 
without veterinary assistance—assistance they now 
arrogantly despise. They will avail themselves of 
the perennial excuse that the Special Commission has 
not yet reported. Swine-fever will probably engage 
all their efforts during the few years in which a pre- 
occupied parliament permits extravagance and in- 
competency to continue. During this inter-regnum 
—whilst British pigs are being decimated and swine- 
fever remains rampant ; whilst the milk of ‘‘ wasters’’ 
is allowed to be sold as children’s food ; whilst medi- 
cal officers of health and meat inspectors quarrel as 
to the danger of infected carcases ; whilst the British 
public is terribly scared by one dubious death from 
cholera and utterly indifferent to ten thousand from 
tuberculosis—during this inter-regnum is the time 
for the take-care-of-yourself way. : 

Each contagious disease of the domestic animals 
that is stamped out is so much less practice for 
veterinarians. We found the information and the 
brains for this stamping out aud fondly hoped that, 
as our remedial function ceased, a grateful country 
would repay us by making use of our preventive 
function. Our guileless hopes have been falsified, 
and as quickly as we enable the authorities to remove 
a disease, so quickly do we find our old trade gone 
and the new functions handed over to gentlemen 
without scientific training and without even an 
elementary knowledge of animals—to gentlemen 
whose only common characteristic is the possession 
of friends at court. 

Failing common justice from the authorities our 
cue is to look after ourselves. They may attempt to 
do without us, we must return the compliment. Our 
second way with tuberculosis is by no means com- 


lex. Like all great discoveries it is simplicity itself. 


t will recommend itself to the whole nation for it 
adds nothing to the taxes. It requires the owner to 
** notify ’’—but not to a public officer, only to his 
regular veterinary adviser. It requires “ isolation "’ 
of suspected animals— but the owner suits his own 
judgment and convenience as to how, when and 
where this isolation is practiced. It requires no 
compulsory slaughter of the diseased animal—but 
only a judicious sale to a less informed person. It 
requires no compensation because there is no loss. 
It will not alienate the sympathies of the veterinary 
profession, for they will have payment for the work, 
and they cannot be superseded by soldicrs, sailors, 
and clerks. It isa practical and a paying way to all 
concerned, and to those who will not adopt it the 
disease will come as Nemesis, and the English law 
will comfort them by a reference to its time-honoured 
principle—caveat emptor 

The person most interested in the disposal of a 
tuberculous animal is its owner. He wishes.to get 
rid of the brute because he knows he cannot cur? it. 
His difficulty is to recognise the disease in its early 
stage and this he can only safely do through a 
veterinary surgeon. The practitioner with his clini- 
cal knowledge and by the aid of tuberculin can pick 
out every case. The owner and the practitioner 
have then a common interest and only need mutual 
co-operation to beneficially enjoy it. The owner finds 
the animal, the practitioner injects tuberculin, sale 


and payment follow. Everyone is served. “ But.” 


it may be said, ‘ this is not right. A man should 
not knowingly sell a diseased animal.’’ Nonsense! 


Do not men sell horses that suffer from megrims,. 


that are incurably lame, that will neither ride nor 
drive? These are daily practices. 

‘‘ The court awards it and the law doth give it.” 
An honest owner would uot sell with a warranty of 
soundness. He would simply sell, and by so doing 
would in a few weeks have a healthy herd. The 
honest owner would employ talent and do what the 
law allows him. Anyway the question of morality 
is one for the owner. The practitioner simply 
diagnoses the case, and advises that no diseased ani- 
mal be allowed to remain on the farm. 

Let it be noticed that this ‘“‘ way with tuber- 
culosis ” need not necessarily spread disease. Sales. 
may be made to the butcher only. If this plan 
introduces a possible evil it also carries with it the 
cure, for as soon as it became a general practice 
counter-injection of tuberculin would come into use: 
by all purchasers of cattle, and thus a sort of self- 
acting, automatic stamping-out of tuberculosis would 
be effected. Owners of herds, clearing out disease, 
would be met by purchasers of animals insisting 
upon either a warranty or the right to test, and 
both sides would avail themselves of veterinary 
skill without the intervention of the Board of Agri- 
culture or other authority. No human arrangement 
is perfect. We must judge all plans comparatively 
and if this one is compared with the action or rather 
want of action of the Government it is altogether 
commendable. If it does not clear the whole 
country of disease, it will certainly clear the stud of 
the owner who adopts it. 

To start this beneficent process veterinary prac- 
titioners have only to explain to their clients its 
beauties, point out to them that it is all ‘heads I 
win, tails you lose,” that without loss of any kind 
they may free their herds of disease. Those who 
commence first will reap the greatest profit. Act 
voluntarily, don’t wait for compulsion. 


HYDRO-THORAX. 


Hydro-thorax can only be regarded as a grave 
complication of disease of the pleura, and perhaps 
other organs, consequently any treatment which will 
prevent or remove it is well worth our serious con- 
sideration. In your issue of September 29th, 1894, 
Mr. Malcolm draws attention to a method of treat- 
ment adopted by him, viz., the administration of 
iodine, and asks for the experience of others. A 
brief account of a case which occurred last November 
may prove interesting. ; 

Subject, a brown cart gelding, five years old, 
under treatment for pleurisy. Four days after its 
admission to the infirmary signs of hydro-thorax 
were discovered, next day they were more pronounced, 
and on the sixth day the symptoms had become s0 
aggravated that it was decided to relieve the dyspne® 
by tapping, and also try the effect produced by the 
administration of iodine. The operation was pel- 


' formed with a fine trocar and canula on the animal's 
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right side, and about five gallons of fluid abstracted, 
The fluid was of a dark straw colour, and when it 
flowed into the bucket caused a quantity of white 
froth, it was, in short, simply blood serum. 

As the tincture was the only form in which the 
drug was then available, half ounce doses were 
administered three times daily in bolus, along with 
dram doses of iodide of potassium. This was con- 
tinued for a week, and as the improvement following 
the operation was maintained half ounce doses daily 
only were given with vegetable tonics for some days 
longer. The horse showed great weakness, but was 
discharged quite fit for work in nine weeks from the 
commencement of his illness. 

The ending of this case is highly satisfactory, but 
there are several points which will bear touching 
upon. First, how much of the credit of the cure is 
due to the operation and how much to the drug, or 
are there other unnoticed causes contributing to this 
favourable result? To determine these points re- 
quires a larger experience than one case. In the 
writer’s experience the operation of paracentesis 
thoracis always affords relief and prolongs life, but 
very few cases have made a permanent recovery. 
When the operation had to be repeated death always 
followed. This case, however, may be an excep- 
tional one, but the result encourages a further trial 


of the drug. Perhaps if it had been administered 


earlier the effusion would have been checked 
and the necessity for an operation avoided. It may 
be mentioned that the late Professor Dick, in his 
lectures, used to relate a case of ascites in the dog 
which he cured by the administration of iodine. 
CycLops. 


RABIES CANINA. 
By Spencer Bamey, V.S. 


It is quite evident from the numerous cases of 
rabies which are constantly being reported in the 
newspapers that the disease is greatly on the increase 
in the Lancashire district, and that it is essential 
that some active measures should be taken without 
delay with a view to arrest its progress and ultimately 
stamp it out if possible. It is truly awful to contem- 
plate and hardly possible to conceive the amount of 
damage that a rabied dog may do before its owner 
begins to suspect that there is anything particularly 
Wrong with it, and then most likely the opportunity 
to secure it will have been allowed to slip, for when 
it is looked for it is not to be found. No, it will 
have left home and bolted off, which is quite custom- 
ary fora rabid dog to do, and it will travel for a great 
many miles attacking anything which obstructs its 
passage, hence it is that rabied dogs are often found 
- be strangers in the neighbourhood where they are 
~ running amuck amongst the inhabitants. 

: erefore it is all the more essential that dog-keepers 
8 aH make themselves conversant with the sym- 
e fs of rabies. I flatter myself that I was one of 
lish 9 to advise that the symptoms should be pub- 
ad ec on the back of the license, and I would further 

vise that every licensed dog should wear a strong 


*rass collar with the name and address of the owner 


engraved on it in very legible letters, and that the 
collar should also bear a very prominent government 
stamp or mark, and that the collars should be sup- 
plied at the time the license is taken out. If this 
system was carried out it would at once enable a 
policeman to detect whether a dog was a licensed one 
or not, and if not a licensed dog I would give him 
power to take it in charge and keep it so many days, 
and if no owner turned up at the expired time to 
destroy it. 

For the purpose of protecting the policeman from 
being bitten I would have dog catchers or lassos 
placed in various parts of a town for their use in 
catching an unlicensed dog, of which there is a vast 
number in every town, known as ‘street dogs,’ of 
no particular breed, neither use nor ornament, and 
‘probably brought up somewhat as follows: John 
\ Jones possesses a bitch which has a number of pups, 
and for the purpose of pleasing his friend John 
Thomas he makes him a present of one for his little 
boy. J.T. takes it home where it is cared for until it 
commences teething or distemper, when it will pull to 
pieces almost anything that comes within its reach, 
carpets, rugs, boots, shoes, etc., until the damage it 
does can be sustained no longer. It eventually gets 
kicked out of the house and driven away or otherwise 
taken and lost. To prevent dogs being brought up in 
this manner I would make every pup liable to pay 
license immediately it leaves its mother or ready for 
weaning which would have a tendency to make John 
Thomas calculate the odds a little, when he knew 
that he would have 7/6 to pay as soon as he took 
charge of it, and the chances are that he would 
decline the present. I am quite of opinion that, if what 
I advise was acted upon it would very soon have a 
tendency to greatly reduce the number of dogs kept. 
| There are a vast number of dogs prowling about in 
‘every town which are quite unnecessary, and it is 
required that some action should be taken for the 
purpose of reducing them, when it is quite possible 
that cases of rabies would diminise accordingly. It 
is only about a week ago that a boy died in an 
infirmary from hydrophobia from the bite of a rabid 
dog, as usual, a stranger. 

In Saddleworth they have had many rabid dogs of 
late, a week or two ago the medical officer of health 
declared one to be mad and it was destroyed, and a 
post-mortem examination was made by a veterinary 
surgeon who declared that it was not rabid but was 
‘suffering from the effects of a ladies garter in its 
stomach. 

From the numerous post-mortem examinations | 
have made of rabid dogs I have invariably found the 
stomach packed with foreign matter, such as cockle 
and mussel shells, bits of leather, chips, hay, straw, 
etc, 


The Honours List. 


In our issue of December 29th, page 358 the name of 
Mr. W. Mulvey was not indicated as having passed his 
second examination with 2nd class houours. The mis- 
take was not ours, for although the marks showed the 
candidate had exceeded the necessary minimum no note 
of the honours award was appended. 
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Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


The qverteriy meeting of the Council of this College 
was held at the College Building, 10 Red Lion Square, 
Bloomsbury, on Wednesday, the 23rd ult., Mr. W. Hunt- 
ing, the president, occupying the chair. The other 
members present were: Mr. F. W. Wragg, General Sir 
F. FitzWygram, Bart, Messrs. A. W. Mason, J. A. W. 
Dollar, Prof. J. McFadyean, J. Fraser, Prof. W. A. 
Edgar, H. Kidd, J. Abson, Prof. J. McCall, M. Hed- 
ley, Prof. W. O. Williams, Prof. J. Penberthy, R. C. 
Trigger, J. E. Peele, E. Faulkner, H. Thompson, G. 
E)phick, H. Lawson, A. Wheatley, J. B. Nisbet, and W. 
J. Mulvey. 

A telegram from Mr. Hunter, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
announced that he was too ill to attend. A similar tele- 
gram wasread from Mr. J. F. Simpson. 

The minutes of the preceding meeting were read and 
confirmed. 


Tue Late Proressor T. WaALLey. 


Mr. R. C. Triaecer said that since their previous 
meeting they had lost one of the most eminent and use- 
ful nembers of that Council, and not only so but one 
whose death was an inestimable loss to the whole pro- 
fession and to the stockholders of this country. He 
alluded to the late Professor Walley. He was sure it 
was the wish of that Council at its first meeting, after 
hearing of the death of the late professor, to avail itself 
of the opportunity of passing a vote of condolence with 
the family of the late Mr. Walley in the bereavement 
they had sustained. Although the teacher of a school 
that gentleman could take an impartial view in the 
interests of the profession at large. It was some satis- 
faction to know that his works would live after him. He 
moved that the secretary be directed to express to the 
family of the deceased gentleman that Council’s 
sincere sympathy with them in the loss they had sus- 
tained. 

Mr. FRasER, in seconding the motion, said that he en- 
dorsed all that Mr. Trigger had said in praise of the late 
Mr. Walley. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 


A Fettowsuie TuHEs!s. 


Mr. GREEN, who had passed the fellowship examina- 
tion, asked that he might be allowed to take a copy of 
his thesis. Permission was, at the instance of Mr. Trig- 

er, accorded to Mr. Green to copy the paper at the 
ollege building, the original thesis remaining in the 
custody of the College. 


StTupENTs’ CoMPLAINTS. 


Letters were read from Arthur Greswell and Wemyss 
Mortem, the former a veterinary student at Edinburgh 
and the latter a student at Glasgow, each complaining of 
having been excluded from the examination in December 
owing to their having been a few minutes late. and 
under circumstances which they regarded as unjustifiable 
asked for the return of his fees, 

r. TRIGGER moved that Mr. Greswell be informed 
that his fees would “hold good for the next oxeniaal 

ion. 

seconded and adopted. 

r. W. O. WitutaMs, speaking of the practi i 
regard to examinations ‘at Edinburgh, sald 
pe that if any — arrived within half.an-hour after 

commencement of an examinati 
nation he was allowed to 

Iu the case of the Glasgow student he wrote 

t 
_ found on arriving at the examination place he hearty 


his ticket at home, but he took a cab home, a distance 
of two miles, and returned within a quarter-of-an-hour. 

Mr. Doar thought that four miles could hardly have 
been covered in the time. 

Mr. W. O. WituraMs: But it was an Edinburgh cab- 
horse remember. (A voice : “ Which beats a London 
horse I suppose.” (Laughter.) 

The letters were referred with reports relating to the 
examination which were subsequently relegated to the 
examination committee. 


Dr. G. FLEMING AND THE EXAMINATION OF SHOEING 
Smirys.—A DENIAL. 


_ The Secretary read the following letter which ex- 
plains itself :— 
“ Higher Leigh,*Combe Martin, North Devon, 
January Ist, 1895. 

To the Secretary of the ; 

Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
Dear Sir, 

Will you kindly oblige me by laying this letter before 
the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
at its next meeting. In the report of the meeting of the 
Council held on November 28th last, which I have just 
perused, i find it stated by Mr. J. A. W. Dollar with re- 
gard to the registration of shoeing smiths that the 
examinations 1 had conducted on behalf of the Farriers. 
Company were a fraud on the public, the men being 
‘ examined for five minutes in a little underground office 
at Lawrence Pountney Hill, and after a few questions. 
occupying not more than five minutes, receivedgtheir 
certificate, and were sent forth to the world as registered 
shoeirg smiths.’ I am desirious of assuring the Council 
that there is not a word of truth in the statement that [ 
have examined men ina little underground office in the 
locality named, and that the examination did not occupy 
more than five minutes. I never examined in any under- 
ground office there or anywhere else, and [ never satis- 
fied myself that men were competent, according to the 
standard agreed upon, in five minutes. The mode and 
duration of the period of examination of shoeing smiths, 
as carried out by me, was that fixed by a sub committee 
of the Worshipful Company of Farriers, I believe, and 
followed by the other veterinary examiners. The 
time was certainly never less than fifteen or twenty 
minutes, and it frequently extended over half an hour,. 
the time being kept by the assistant secretary of the 
company, who also arranged the examinations. No can 
didate was ever passed for registration who was deficient 
in the amount and kind of knowledge it was deemed 
necessary he should possess. These statements can be 
corroborated by those who are in a position to know, and 
my assertion as to the place and time of examination 
will be vouched for by the Worshipful Company of 
Farriers and those ofticials who were present. Such un- 
founded statements as those made by Mr. J. A. W. Dol- 
lar, when made elsewhere I did uot notice, as they and 
the people who uttered them were beneath contempt; 
but when they were brought before such a body as the 
Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
then I consider they ought at once to be contradicted 
and the motives which prompted their utterance con- 
demned. Their object is sufficiently evident to warrant 
the term ‘disereditable’ being applied to them; 4” 
among gentlemen such a slanderous accusation as ‘ pel 
petrating a fraud upon the public,” without a sh i 
of fact to support it, would justly merit and prompty 
receive punishment. Such charges were never prefe ; 
by members of the Council during my long experien¢ “ 
its business, nor would they have been endorsed by t 
president ; and I may express the hope that the aber 
Council will not identify itself with such dishonour rt 
conduct. I beg to request that this formal and ae 
cal denial of such a damaging and untruthful accusa® 
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may receive the same publicity in the reports of the pro- 
ceedings of the Council as the accusation has now ob- 
tained, and I ask this not only io justice to myself but 
in common fairness to the Worshipful Company of Far- 
riers, whose efforts to improve the art aud position of 
horse shoers deserve something better than misrepresen- 
tation and detraction from interested people.—Iam, dear 
sir, yours truly, 
Georce FLemina. 
P.S.—I have just reason to complain of the conduct 
of the president of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons as, if the report is correct, he endorsed Mr. Dollar’s 
slanderous statements in the most marked manner, 
knowing perfectly well they were absolutely untrue. — 
G.F 


Mr. J. A. W. Dotxar: Mr. President, the letter which 
has just been read demands, perhaps, some reply from 
me, and I ought really to be very grateful to Dr. Flem- 
ing for bringing this matter up on the present occasion, 
because I think that I can, with the help of certain 
documents which I have brought here fur quite another 
purpose, convince you how much foundation there is for 
Dr. Fleming’s statement. And first I should like to 
say, that when an accusation of slander and falsehood is 
brought, it behoves the accuser to be a little careful in 
his own statements ; and, therefore, | should like to 
point out that, contrary to Dr. Fleming’s assertion, I 
have never yet accused him of carrying on examinations 
which were “ a fraud upon the public.” Those were the 
terms employed by the editor of The Veterinary Record 
in ap article published in that journal on July 9th, 1892. 
I did not make myself responsible for those statements. 
I merely alluded to them, but did not make them my 
own atall. That being the case, I should submit to you 
that there is absolutely no foundation for Dr. Fleming’s 
charge of slander against me; but lest anyone here 
present should be doubtful of my owa opinion upon this 
point, 1 should like to say that [ did then and I do now 
thoroughly endorse every word on that subject which 
has fallen from the editor of The Veterinary Record. The 
second charge which I have to answer is that I mali- 
ciously misrepresented Dr. Fleming as holding examina- 
tions in a little underground office in Lawrence Pount- 
ney Hill, often late at night, and passing and certifying 
men as competent to work as registered shoeing smiths 
when, in point of fact, they did not know how to make 
or put onashoe. Well, gentlemen, it is- characteristic 
of my accuser that he should strain at my gnat and 
swallow his own camel; and, therefore, I am not sur- 
prised at the indignation which Dr. Fleming manifests 
at my statement that the examinations were conducted 
in a little back office underground. In point of fact the 
place was not underground although, perhaps, it would 
have been better adapted to the shady transactions 
Which took place in it if it had been. But you will note 
that though Dr. Fleming vehemently denies that the 
little back office was underground he does not deny that 
he examined men late at night without a forge or horses, 
and the appurtances of a shoeing smith’s business ; and 
that he passed and certified such men as being capable 
of working as registered shoeing smiths. I think Dr. 
coin does wisely in not denying those statements 

ause [ hold here in my hand a certificate stating that 
* certain individual was “this day entered upon the 
register of the Worshipful Company of Farriers as duly 
agi to work as a registered shoeing smith in accor- 
nce with the rules and regulations of the Worshipful 
ae of Farriers,” whereas this individual has never 

, “ or put on a shoe in his life, and this certificate is 
-_ ; by George Fleming. If Dr. Fleming will prove to 

© that he never examined this individual, if he will 
ei igee this certificate and its signature are not his, 

nt shall be very ready to offer him my humblest 


ment, I think it scarcely strengthens Dr. Fleming’s 
position that the company very shortly discontinued his 
examination and have since accepted his resignation. 
Lastly, Dr. Fleming accuses me of slanderous and un- 
founded statements, discreditable and dishonourable 
conduct,fand untruthful accusations, and misrepresenta- 
tions and detraction, and, generally, with damaging his 
character. Sume years ago Dr. Fleming undertook to 
give me a lesson in truth and propriety and, although I 
regret that that lesson was, perhaps, not so eftectual as 
it might have been, it had at least one good effect, 
namely that it left Dr. Fleming as secure against loss or 
injury to his character as the traditional wild High- 
lander is said to be safe against the loss of his nether 
garments. 

Professor PENBERTHY : | must rise to order, 

Mr. Dottar: Iam making a personal explanation. 

Prof. Penpertuy: You are speaking of a gentleman 
who is not present to defend himself. 

Mr. Doxtiar: He has brought gross charges against 
me. 

Prof. Penspertuy: Mr. Dollar likens Dr. Fleming to 
a Highlander who has no nether garments to lose, the 
inference being that Dr. Fleming has no character to 
lose. I think an absent gentleman should be referred to 
with more perpriety than this. 

Mr. Dottar: Dr. Fleming has made much grosser 
statements against me—specific statements which I dis- 
prove. 

Professor Pensertuy: Dr. Fleming’s statements are 
specified. 

Mr. Doutuar: Sir, my denials are specified and I have 
my evidence here. 

Prof. Penpertuy: I deprecate your allusions to Dr. 
Fleming’s character. I appeal to the Chairman to say 
whether it is necessary for you to make such allusions iu 
order that you may indicate your position. 

Mr. Dottar: | appeal to this Council. I need only 
say that for some time past Dr. Fleming has thought it 
right and proper not only to attack myself but this 
Councilalso. He has endeavoured to discredit the work 
done here. 

The Cuarrman: You see the curiously invidious 
position in which 1 am placed. I do not want to stop 
Mr. Dollar and I do not wish to allow the infliction of a 
long tirade about anybody. Please make your remarks 
as short as you can and to the point. 

Mr. Dotiar: | bow to your authority, Mr. President, 
and I will not say a word more except to draw the 
attention of the Council to the gross character of the 
postscript in Dr. Fleming’s letter, and the manner in 
which it reflects upon you, Mr. President, whom I think 
we a!l ought to support. (Applause.) 

The CuarrmMan: Now, gentlemen, I must say a word 
about the postscript. It does not gall my shoulders one 
bit. I make every allowance for Dr. Fleming. He has 
been jumpe4 upon pretty severely I quite forgive him 
for jumping mein turn, It isa remarkable thing 
that in the repoft to which Dr. Fleming refers, I find | 
contradicted Mr. Dollar—not too civilly —five times, and 
only agreed with him once, and that was as to the cor- 
rectness of a quotation from some writing of mine. Dr. 

Fleming must have incorrectly understood my remark. 

I never accused Dr. Fleming of having conducted a 
fraudulent examination. What I did say was that the 

Worshipful Company of Farriers at that time conducted 

an examination which was a fraud on the public. My 

remark was quite impersonal. With that explanation [ 

am glad to let the matter drop. Of course it is open to 

any gentleman to make any comments. 

The subject then dropped. 


Presentations TO Liprary anv Museum. 


~ apologies, but assuming the genuineness of this docu- 


The SecreTaRy announced the presentation to the 
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library of various works: The Jowrnal of Comparati 
Pathology by Prof. McFadyean ; a new work on “ Veter- 
inary Therapeutics” by Mr. W. Hoare ; the Calendar of 
the Royal College of Surgeons. The Russian Veter- 
inary Medical Society sent a report of their proceedings j 
in the French language. The Pharmaceutical Society. 
resented the museum with a calculus believed to have} 
pe to Dr. Pareira. : 
On the motion of Mr. Wragg, seconded by Mr.: 
Faulkner, the secretary was directed to write to the. 
respective donors thanking them for their gifts. 


REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 


In the absence through illness of Mr. Jas. Simpson, they 
Chairman of this Committee, Mr. Thatcher, the solicitor, 
presented the committee’s report according to which the’ 
committee had considered 50 cases, of which 18 were’ 
raised under section 17 of the Veterinary Surgeons Act.{ 
There were 19 charges of unprofessional conduct by# 
advertising, and four of unprofessional conduct gener-\4 
ally. Prosecutions were recommended in _ varioug 
cases, In the majority of the accusations of unpro-{ 
fessional conduct in advertising, the offenders had} 
expressed regret and undertaken to discontinue the’ 
practice. j 

On the motion of Mr, Faulkner, seconded by Prof. 
Penberthy, the report was adopted, and the prosecutions’ 
recommended were authorised. 

Mr. Apson moved and Mr. Lawson seconded that the 
name of Mr. James Coulson be removed from the Regis- 


Veterinary Surgeons Act. 
This was agreed to unanimously. 


ter because of a series of offences under section ~ thes 


meetings, and, in accordance with their instructisps, 
they considered the letters from the examiners h 
reference to the purchase of instruments and mode 
The committee recommended that no models be obt 
ed for objects that could easily be presented at / 
examination in afresh state or as dried preparations. ~ 
list of instruments was drawn up, and Messrs. Simpson 
and Mulvey were deputed to select and purchase them, 


This was done at a cost of £37 13s.8d. The work had/ 


to be carried out hurriedly in view of the near approach 
of the examinations and therefore the instruments: 


were uot all that could be desired. Some few of them i 


would have to be exchanged, and additions made to their. 
number. The committee recommended that the exam 
iners be appointed for the four years course as follows :' 
Class A 6 examiners; class B 6 examiners; class C 6 
examiners; and class D 4 examiners. But as there. 
would be no examination under the four years course in 
class C until 1896 and in class D until 1897 the com- 
mittee recommended that the election of examiners for! 
these two classes be deferred. For the three y ars. 
course they suggested that the examiners appointed for. 
anatomy, histology, and physiology officiate under both: 
the new and the old rules. They further recommended: 
that four examiners be elected to examine in class C. 
under the old rules of the three years course, these! 
appointments only to be held until the whole cf the stu- 
dents were disposed of who entered under the old ruled 
In order to carry this out it would be nece 

amend bye-law 76 to read as under: “ Each examiner 
to be elected for a period not exceeding three years.” 
The committee also recommended that each examiner on 
his appointment be furnished with a copy of the syllabus 
of the section in which he examined, both of the three 
and four years courses. At a further mevting of the 
committee the subject of marks at the examination was 
brought forward, and the committee recommended : ( 

That the Council approve of 40 per cent. as the minimym { 


of marks for a pass. (2) That students who were re- 
jected in the examination in December last shall not in 
future examinations be required to undergo an examina- 
tion in zoology.” 

Mr. Mutvey formally moved, and Mr. Trigger secon - 


| ded, the adoption of this report. 


Professor W. O. Witutams: I beg to suggest as an 
amendment that there be added to this report that it 
also includes those students who at Christmas last were- 
eligible but did not present themselves for examina- 


tion. 


Professor McFapygan : I second Professor Williams’s- 
motion because | understand that there were certain 
students who, from some cause other probably than 


A their own fault, did not present themselves at the 


examination last month; and, I think, it is rather hard 
that they should not have the advantage of the conces- 
sion. i may say that no student of my own is 
affected. 

Mr. Mutvey explained that personally he dissented 
from the latter part of the committee’s recommendation. 
When the students entered before January, 1893, they 
knew full well that zoology was included in their curri- 
culum. If they escaped being examined in that subject 
at the last examination he did not see why they should 
be exempt from such examinations in the future. 

Mr. Lawson said that as Mr. Mulvey objected to one 
clause in the report he (Mr. Lawson) would, to facilitate 
busiuess, move the adoption of the report in lieu of Mr. 
Mulvey. 

Professor EpGax observed ‘that their bye-laws- 


1 distinctly laid down that the minimum number offfmarks 
} for a pass should be 45 and no committee’s recommenda- 
tion that the minimum should be 40 coulab over-ride this, 


In order to alter the minimum-the bye-law must be 
altered, and this would necessitate a three months 
notice. 

The CnHatrMAN said that if the bye-laws as amended. 
were carried that evening by the special meeting then 
45 per cent. would be the minimum fora pass. Even 
then the Council could alter the bye-laws by giving three 
months notice. 

Professor Epa@ar: lf you are going to admit the-prin- 
.ciple of an alteration. 


The Cuarrman: I am not going to do anything of 


tthe kind. I shall rule it ont of order unless the Council 


rule me out. 

Prof. Wittiams: I have moved an amendment. 

The CuHarrmMan: “That the students at the May 
examination who ought to pass in zovlogy be permitted 
not todo so!” (Laughter.) 

Prof. WittiaMs; ‘That is not it., My amendment is 
“that the students rejected at Christmas and those 
eligible at Christmas, when examined in May, shall not 

be examined in zoology. : 

Mr. Trigger: If you adopt the report you will give 
to students at the May examination an opportunity 0 
missing zoology. Do you propose to exclude any stu- 
dent who, from illness or any other unavoidable cause 

was unable to pass at the last examination, from having 
the same privilege as a man who was rejected. 
_ Mr. Expuicx protested against loosening their regula- 
tions to suit the convenience of any students. ; 
Prof. Penserray said that if that Council had itself 


| never made any mistake and was perfectly cognizant that 


it had made everything clear, then he should support 
Mr. Elphick. But he (Prof. Penberthy) thought they 
were bound to recognise the fact that that Council had 
not always been correct. He agreed with Prof. Edgar 
that when they had made a clear bye-law they should 
stick to it and not allow themselves to be bamboozled by 
students. But he thought that they must admit that 
there had been a great revolution and they had not made 
themselyes very clear. 
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Mr. Mutvey: Where have we not been clear so faras| Mr. TriaceR: Have we to upset that decision ? . 
the examination is concerned ! The CuHarrmaN: You wovld if you went for 
Prof. Pexnsertay : If you (Mr. Mulvey) attending the | bronze. A bronze medal was not previously referred to 
committee as you do are not cognizant of any mis-| but we were then in ignorance of the conditions and 
understanding, I am sure that nothing specific I may | cost. ) 
say will have any effect. I am bound to say that Mr. TricGeR: It seems that we should incur a great $ 
there has been a confession. expense in having a gold medal The honour consists 4 
The amendment, which was then put, was as follows: | in winning the medal and not in the intrinsic value of i 
“That class A students rejected at Christmas, 1894, and | the metal of which it is composed. I move“ That the j 
those class A students who were eligible but did not | Steel medal be bronze and that it have as its design on | 
resent themselves, shall not in May next be examined | one side a medallion portrait of John Henry Steel, \\| 
in zoology.” and that the committee be empowered to have it 
There were 8 votes fur the amendment and 12 against. | executed.” | 
It was consequently lost. Prof. McCatu seconded the motion, which was carried 
The substantive motion was then put: “ That all stu- | unanimously. i 
dents in class A presenting themselves for examination| THe Pusiication Commirrer.—THE MINUTES OF q 
in May next shall be required to pass the curriculum as PROCEEDINGS. ) 
printed.” The Publication Committee recommended that a full ' 
Prof. McFapygEan: Is it quite clear that this is the | report of the proceedings of Council should be taken by | 
a opposite of the recommendation of the committee ? a shorthand writer, and that his transcript should be 
* The CHAIRMAN : Quite clear. used by the secretary in preparing his minutes, and then 
xy There were 13 votes for the motion and 6 against. It| kept for reference. The committee were of opinion 
rg was consequently carried. that it was not advisable for the Council to publish its 
ot. Prof. Epcar moved that the minimum percentage of | proceedings but that each professivnal journal should be 
id marks for a pass be 45 instead of 40 as recommended by | allowed to send its own shorthand reporter to the meet- 
the committee. Unless this alteration were made they | ings of the Council. In the event of the Council agree- 
7” would be brought into direct conflict with the bye-law | ing to this, the committee recommended that an intima- 
ref they had already carried and which only awaited confir- | tion to this effect be made to the editors of the profess- 
* mation. ional journals. 
" In the result Mr. Trigger moved, and Mr. Lawson| Mr. Fraser moved the adoption of the report, which 
wa seconded, as an amendment “ That the whole report be | was seconded. 
es referred back to the Examination Committee with an| Prof. Witt1ams: Suppose the editors of the veterinary 
we intimation that the Council consider that 45 should re- | journals do not choose to send their own reporters, how F 
: main the minimum marks for a pass.” are the public to know what the Council is doing ? ) 
be This was adopted with but one dissentient. Prof; McFapyEan said that was a wild supposition, Bw 
h and speaking as the editor of one veterinary journal, he ta 
. i FIN ANCE. said that if all the conductors of the other professional Bi 
ied. Mr. TRIGGER moved the adoption of the report of the journals sent their reporters to the Council meetings, he wa 
“ Finance Committee which stated that there was a/ should certainly seize the opportunity of supplying the - ||| 
balance at the bankers of £688 18s. 3d. The committee | public with reports of the proceedings. 
ame had addressed a letter to the bankers intimating that; AM EMBER : 1 think there is not much likelihood of i 
they would decline in future to pay commission on their | our not getting a report of our proceedings. i | 
' own Scotch cheques. They also recommended certain Prof. WILLIAMs was understood to say that Professor % | 
= other payments to be made. McFadyean’s publication was a quarterly one. Ny | 
i The report was adopted. Prof. McFapyEaNn was understood to reply that it in a 
«| Tur § M might be turned into a monthly. (Laughter.) 
sir F. FirzWyeram suggested that the Council’s 
The Steel Memorial Committee reported that a die for | shorthand writer should make a transcript of his notes to . | 
in : @ gold medal would cost £30 and £6 for each medal | be sent to one of the professional papers conditionally ) 
| issued. Such medal would have no special design except | that that paper had it set up in type and supplied copies 
; the College arms aud perhaps a wreath. To obtain a/| to the other veterinary journals. Bi 
; m™ medallion portrait of Mr. J. H. Steel, the die would cost| Prof. McFapygean: To meet the suggestion, I move 
‘= £70 and the medal would cost according to the metal | that our shorthand writer’s transcript be offered to the Wd] 
— m wed. In bronze large medals could be had for about | editor of The Veterinary Record to make use of condi- s 
- one guinea each. In gold the medal would only be 1} | tionally that he set it up in type for his own paper and . i 
mee —s in diameter for £6. The committee recommen- | supply proofs within a week to the editors of the other . | 
gr! the Council to consider whether gold or brovze professioual journals. 
pe : - ould be chosen. The fund was not sufficient to pay Prof PenBErtHY: But our report would be verbatim ; i 
stu or a gold medal and portrait medallion. and official, and might be too lengthy or unsuitable for : | 
pera The CHarrMan, who moved the adoption of the re- | the veterinary journals. § 
ing mae 6POTt, said he should be happy to give any further expla-| Sir F. FirzWyaram: Yes, our shorthand writer’s re- 3 
i ‘ = that was required as to the report. He might | port would be a full one and official, but the editors of i" 
the question was one between a plain gold| the journals would use it to suit their requirements. 
self Be ned a a bronze with medallion. If they wanted a | They could adapt it to the taste of their readers. e | 
hat ‘ ie oem portrait of Steel they could not get it done by| Mr. Triacer: It seems to me that this arrangement 
ant f ha cae tne under £60 or £70. If they desired to| would dv away with the liberty of the press altogether. Fi 
he x bed 1s, they would not have sufficient money left to | If it were adopted and the journals did not send their , i 
pe | . edalli, a £6 or £7 gold medal. They could have a bronze ' own reporters to our meetings, they would be dependent ) 
Be eve ton and then they could afford to give a medal | upon a report supplied by this Council. , 
ari - ed. year. The question, then, was between agold| Prof. McFapygan : They may send their own reporters 3 
3 by $ idakann 4 plain inscription or the college arms, and a| if they like. We simply offer to save them the expense ‘ | 
that mm it ake al with medallion portrait. The Council had, | of providing a reporter. ; i | 
shoul remembered, originally desired that the medal} sir F. FrrzWyaram: And when they get our official 
| : of gold. report they may cut it up as it suits them. | 
| 
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Mr. Doxttar: This question was under discussion six 
months ago, and we found that if we used the shorthand 
writer’s transcript as the minutes of our proceedings, it 
would take us two hours in hearing them read prior to 
confirmation. I should not myself approve of any 
minutes being regarded as official and sent out as official 
unless they were first perused and approved by the pre- 
sident or secretary. I think with Mr. Trigger that it is 
very necessary the liberty of the press should not be 
interfere1 with, nor a bribe be offered to the conductors 
of the professional journals to abstain from giving an 
absolutely free and unbiassed report. (Hear, hear.) 

Prof. McFavyran : In view of the adverse expression 
of opinion I will—asmy amendment has not been secon- 
ded—withdraw it. 

Prof. Witu1ams: I move, in accordance with Sir F. 
FitzWygram’s suggestion, that the minutes be copied 
from the shorthand writer’s transcript and sent to the 
professional journals for publication. Prof. McFadyean 
would impose the cost of printing upon the editor of 
The Veterinary Record, but I have no doubt that the 
editors of the different journals would bear the expense 
in turn. 

Mr. Apson: 1 venture to think that all this discussion 
is quite unnecessary. Already the meetings of our 
Council are reported, and I think the reports which 
appear are very satisfactory. (Hear, hear.) Hence I 
am of opinion that there is no need for any alteration. 

Mr. Lawson: Don’t interfere with the press. 

The amendment moved by Prot. Williams, and secon- 
ded by Sir F. FitzWygram, ran :—‘‘ That the shorthand 
reporter acting for the College send a transcript of his 
notes to each of the veterinary journals.” 

For this amendment there were only two votes. The 
original motion for the adoption of the report was then 
put and carried. 


Tae Last ExaMINatTION. 


Lengthy reports and some correspondence were read 
relating tu the December examination, Mr. Rutherford, 
the Scotch secretary, stating that at their written exam- 
inations everything passed off satisfactorily at Glasgow 
and also at Edinburgh. They had, however, to enforce 
the regulations in the case of two students who arrived 
at fifteen minutes past ten in the morning, and when the 
examination was in full progress. They were not per- 
mitted to enter, and were recommended to write to the 
Council if they felt aggrieved. The oral examinations, 
with one exception, passed off without a hitch. The 
exception was a complaint that on the last day some 
students had not their full time at one table. 

The Secretary (Mr. Hill) read a list of the success- 
ful passes in England and Scotland. 

r. Mutvey: May we have the examiners marks be- 
fore us, the record sheet of the examination. 
F The ig peng Iam entirely in the hands of the 

ouncil. I think it is very unusual, but the , 
duced if demanded. j 

Mr. Mutvey: My reason for asking for their produc- 
tion is that certain irregularities occurred. | think 
there were mistakes made in awarding the marks, [ 
have seen the marks myself, and I find that in certain 
eases honours have beep withheld from students who 
were entitled to them according to the marks awarded 
by the examiners. For instance, in one case a student 
63 had uo honours awarded him, 
while another student who only obtain 

r. MuLvey moved, and Professor Penb . 
ded, “ that the examiners marking sheets be ps. As 
by 10 to 5. 

: r. FRASER thought it unusual that exami 3 
ing sheets should be criticised in the 


porters. 


Mr. Motvey: If aa injustice has been done it ought 
to be publicly rectified. 

The Cuataman (having looked at the sheets): Quite 
right. In class B a student (No. 30) has no honours 
given him and yet he has 63 marks, three over the 
necessary number entitling him to honours. 

Prof. Pensertay: There will be no great hardship 
done. It is clear that a mistake has been made. 

Mr. Moutvey: In the other case, a student who re- 
ceived 49 marks is passed as “ sufficient.” 

The Caatrman: He has only got 40 according to 
the sheet and yet is passed. I wrote to the Chairman of 
the Board of Examiners calliog his attention t> this and 
the explanation was that a mistake had been made in the 


| figvres—the marks in one set should have been 20 in- 


stead of 15 which would bring up the required number 
of marks. 

Mr. Mounvey: Something has been said about the 
examiners not using the marks we have ordered. Can 
you tell us how the practical examiners marked ? 

The CuarrmMaNn :—They have not marked by numbers 
but have continued in the old way, using the terms 
bad,”’ “ sufficient,’ and so forth. 

Mr. Mutvey ;—There is no remark made about this 
in their report. 

The CuarrmMan :—No, they apparently do as they 
think best irrespective of our regulations. 

Professor M' FapyEan :—At the present time we have 
no rule. 

The CuarrMan :—If we aliow this to pass unnoticed 
our examiners will next May, act quite independently. 

Professor Epaar :—We have now no control/over the 
examiners as their term of appointment has ended, but 
nevertheless I would move that we place on record our 
disapproval of examiners failing to observe the injunc- 
tions of this Council with regard to marking. 

Mr. Mc vey :—secouded the motion. 

Mr. Triacer : —I don’t think that we need go so far 
as that. Let our Secretary write to the examiners for 
an explanation. 

The CuarrMan :—It is a distinct departure from our 
instructions. 

Mr. FAULKNER proposed as an amendment that the 
Secretary write to the examiners asking them why they 
had not conformed with the regulations of the Council. 

Mr. Mason:—I second the amendment. I think 
there may be some reason why they did uot carry out 
our wishes. 

The amendment was carried. 

The CuammaNn:—There is the complaint that the 
examiners in one class reduced the time from fifteen 
minutes to eight. 

Professor WiLL1aMs stated that a number of the 
students iu Edinburgh complained of two things. 12° 
first was that they were called into the examination “_ 
a quarter of an hour before the time appointed od 
commencing the examination; and the second yor 
plaint was that they were not called in proper order * 
were called in as they were got hold of. A man W 
presented himself at ten o'clock was called at o~— 
Another complaint was that the time allowed for : 
examination was too short. He (Professor i 
complained to Mr. Rutherford about this, and Guaialls 
ultimately decided that that gentleman should offict 
report the matter to the Council. Mr. Thompso») 
Council’s delegate present, took notice of the tim “4 

whe wo 
well as the Commissionaire, and the former 
able to tell the Council the exact time. : = 

The CHarrMaN said that Mr. Rutherford’s her 
that “whereas on the last day of examination 
four lots of candidates instead of being examine”. sl 
five minutes were examined only thirty-five = 
the form of work was thus shortened altoge 
thirty minates. Unfortunately all but one 
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men were rejected. I had heard rumours, and received 
one protest against the examination ”’ and so on. 

Mr. Tuompson, the Council’s delegate attending the 
examination, at Edinburgh, said that he went into the 
A room as the examination was just finishing, that was 
at half- past twelve, and he remained there until a quarter 

tone. The Commissionaire admitting the students 
supplied him (Mr. Thompson) with a list of the times 
according to which the examiners in this class com- 
menced with the first lot of students at 9.45 and finished 
at 10.30, that was 45 minutes ; the second lot began at 
10.30 and left at 11.5, that was 35 minutes; the third 
lot began at 11.5 and left at 11.40, and no time was 
allowed for changing the table ; the fourth lot commenced 
at 11.40 and left at 12.15; and the last lot began at 
12.15 and left at 12.50. As far as he could recollect all 
was totalled up and recorded by twenty minutes past 
one. Fifteen students were examined from 9.45 to 12.50. 
The first lot had 45 minutes and the next only 35. 

Professor WiLL1aMs:—One of the examiners had to 
catch his train. 

The Cuarrman :—If the curtailment of time had 
happened the first day it could not have borne the con- 
struction it is liable to. Of course we may anticipate the 
reply that these students were so tad that there was no 
earthly necessity to go on examining them. 

Mr. Etpuick :—1 think an injustice was done to the 
students, because if the examiners had covtinued they 
—_ have discovered that they were proficient in other 
things. 

Professor PENBERTHY thought they were entitled to 
ask for an explanation. 

On the motion of Mr. Trigger, seconded by Mr. Faulk- 
ner, it was decided that the reports of the examiners and 
all papers connected with the last examination be 
referred to the examination committee for consideration 
and report. 

Tue DEGREE. 

A report from Dr. George Fleming, chairman of the 
board of examiners in connection with the fellowship 
degree, stated that one candidate in London and two in 
Edinburgh had succeeded in obtaining this degree, The 
names of the successful candidates were Professor E. de 
Jong, Mr. John R. Green, and Mr. Watkins-Pitchford. 

The report also contained comments with regard to 
the new regulations of the Council, and was referred 
to the examination committee for consideration and 
report. 

Tue Next Examinations. 

Professor Wituiams, in moving “ That the dates of 
the next examination be now fixed,” said that his most 
mportant reason for introducing this motion was that 
we teachers might know exactly the length of time they 
ad before them in which to teach. Further, it was 

sirable that the students should know how to regulate 
their work. 

Mr. TrigGEr seconded the motion. 
ti t. Mutvey :—I think our bye laws set forth that the 
tme for the next examination shall be fixed at the 
meeting of the Council immediately preceding. 
fi r. TrigGER :—But we can now suggest dates to be 

at the next meeting. 

M’Fapyzan pointed out that the dates of 

_— examination would ba largely dependent upon 
© Ume fixed for opening the schools. He moved that 
Wiitten examination be held on Monday the 13th of 
ay next. 
tr. ELpuick :—Let us t inati 

ry to fix that examination at 
oe date and have a longer interval between the 
oral examinations. Let there be sufficient 
Salado owed to enable the examiners to look over the 
net thing ee before the oral examination begins. I do 
if tr Predlenen make much difference to the students 

€xamination took place a week earlier. 


Professor M’FapyEan :—I think it is an unfortunate 
thing to keep the students in suspense between the 
written and oral examination. 

The motion was altered to a recommendation on the 
part of the Council that the next written examination 
should be held on Monday 13th May next; and in this 
form it was adopted. 

The Cuarrman :—The main thing required is that. 
notice of the next examination should be given now, so 
that there may be sufficient time allowed to admit of the 
necessary arrangements being made. 


GRANT TO THE BritisH Institute or PRreventivE Mepicine. 


Professor EpGarkR now moved, in accordance with 
notice previously given, ** That a sum of £300 be offered 
to the British Institute of Preventive Medicine for the 
establishment of a veterinary laboratory in which work 
may be done for the advancement of veterinary science 
by veterinarians.” He said, whatever difference of 
opinion may exist at this Council as to the advisability 
of making a grant to the British Institute of Preventive 
Medicine, I venture to think that we shall be unanimous 
in our opinion that it is quite time we arrived at some 
conclusion in the matter. (Hear, hear). The subject has 
been brought before us in a direct and indirect way now 
for nearly two years, and it behoves us as representing 
the veterinary profession in this country either now to 
determine what grant we will make to this Institute or 
to say that we do not consider -5 is worthy of our 
support. The first point and the one upon which the 
whole thing turns is as to whether we think the Insti- 
tute is calculated to advance the subject of preventive 
medicine taken in its widest sense ; aud, if so, whether 
it is worthy of the support of this college as representing 
the veterinary profession in this country. [I take it thai 
it would be idle for me to waste the time of this Council 
in adducing arguments to show that this Institute is 
calculated to further the interests of preventive medi- 
cine. The whole matter has been discussed so thoroughly, 
the aims, objects, and methods of working have been so 
fully brought before the profession, that it is needless 
for one to dilate upon them further I think, so far as 
the judgement of every scientific man is concerned, there 
is but one conclusion ; namely, that this Institute is 
calculated to advance that which we have very near at 
heart. If that be so we must necessarily allow to follow 
the other conclusion, namely, that the Institute is worthy 
of the support of our profession. The next point, and 
probably the most important one, is with reference to 
the amount of the grant that we should make. We have 
to determine what sum of money weuld be worthy of 
this College and whether we can afford it. Now, the 
latter is a maxim which has to guide us in all our 
business transactions. If we consider that any scheme 
is worthy of our investing a certain sum of money in it, 
we necessarily ask ourselves how much we can afford to 
spend. I gathered from the feelings of this Council ex- 
pressed on a previous occasion, that we were almost 
unanimous in our -opinions that some sum of money 
should be granted by this College. I think that Prof. 
McFadyean was the only member of this Council who 
suggested or proposed that we should make vo grant 
whatever. I think with that one dissentient voice the 
Council agreed practically—although not in the matter 
of the precise sum—that we should make some grant to 
this Institute. Now the next question is, what sum we 
should consider as worthily representing our interests in 
this institution. I have this time advisedly modified 
the sum, reducing it from £500 to £300, in order to make 
a kind of compromise to disarm criticism, to a certain 
extent. 1 think the motion proposed on a previous 
occasion by Mr. Abson that the sum be £250 did not 
evoke much oppesition, and 1 am further supported in 
this by the line of action taken in some of our medical 
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societies thoughout the country. I note the action 
which has veen taken by one of the most powerful and 
influential of those sucieties, a society that represents 
a body of far seeing men, for in the north, I hold, there 
are a lot of cool-headed men who possess more, perhaps, 
of the quality of statesmanship than we in the south. 
Well, the Lancashire V.M.A. has offered to give £50 
towards the British Institute of Preventive Medicine if 
this Council grants £500, and £25 if we decide to make 
a lesser grant. That fact is a clear indication to me 
that the majority of the members of the Lancashire 
Association are in favour of our granting £500, and I do 
not consider it a large sum of money for us to expend. 
As to the question of what we can afford, we have had. 
pessimistic objections raised with regard to the future 
of our profession, but I do not sympathise with the idea 
that we are simply a money-grabbing institution—an in- 
stitution that exists merely for the accumulation of 
wealth to be laid up for some future generations, no 
matter how remote, of which we can know nothing. We 
have at present about £7,000 invested in the funds, 
All I ask is that out of this we make a grant of 
£300 which will not bring us 23 per cent, but will 
be invested in an institution that at a moderate com- 
putation, will bring our successors—if not ourselves— 
two thousand percent; will yield a result which we 
cannot measure in money value. I ask you to gravely 
cousider this question because it will have a bearing 
probably upon the future of our profession, it will indi- 
cate to a certain extent the views we hold, from a 
monetary point of view, of the advantage of scientific 
training and the value we place upon that training in 
connection with the progress of our profession. I state, 
without any fear of contradiction whatever, that we 
could not with any feeling of dignity at all, offer to 
this Institute on the conditions which I have proposed 
a less sum than £300. This will probably be supple- 
mented by a handsome sum from various medical 
associations which will together form a good nucleus 
for establishing a veterinary laboratory at this Institute. 
The next point is: Is there any existing agency doing 
a work having a prior or stronger claim upon the funds 
of this College? 1 learnt quite recently—so recently 
only as the last issue of The Veterinary Record—that 
post-graduate work—original research—could be con- 


ducted at the Royal Veterinary College, Camden Town, 


by other than graduates. If that has been public in- 
formation all along we have been very remiss in over- 
looking it. I have been under the impression that 
veterinary surgeons who desired to work at pathological 
and bacteriological research have had to go to the 
laboratory at King’s College. Many have gone there to 
take post-graduate qualifications in this kind of work. 
Suppose it is admitted that any institution has a claim 
upon us, we should have to consider how far it is fair 
to other institutions already existing on the same lines, 
for us to make a grant to the veterinary school. The 
work carried on in the research laboratory at the Camden 
School is, | believe, largely owing to the munificence of 
the Royal Agricultural Society, if indeed it is not entire- 
ly carried on at that society’s expense. They have been 
exceedingly liberal to that school in their donations. 
They have provided a large sum to assist in fitting up a 
laboratory there, and they make an annual grant to aid 
in carrying it on. I do not know how far you will 
think it consistent with the dignity of this profession 
to avail yourselves of a laboratory that has been and is 
largely provided by another society. It appears to me 
that in doing so you would sacrifice your independence, 
The question has been raised whether this College could 
make a grant, or in any way assist one teaching 
institution, without assisting others. I do not quite 
see the logic of that argument, but at the same time 
I think that this Council would have to be exceedingly 


guarded how it gave support to one veterinary school 
without rendering support to all the veterinary schools. 
Although we might not act illogically in doing so, yet it 
would not, in my opinion, be a prudent procedure ; and 
if we can gain any advantage by offering this sum 
to the British Institute of Preventive Medicine, if by 
doing so we can establish a department in which veteri- 
nary surgeons will be able to pursue original research 
unfettered and untramelled in any way by private insti- 
tutions, I think the money will be well invested. If you 
decide to give this sum which I propose to the British 
Institute of Preventive Medicine, are you satisfied with 
the conditions upon which I have suggested it should be 
offered. I do not propose these conditions with any 
great partiality for them. Personally, I should be in 
favour of making the grant unconditivnally. I think if 
we gave £300 to this lustitute absolutely unconditionally 
it would ve money well expended. Probably it is safe- 
guarding the right use of our funds to provide that we 
should be in some way thought of hereafter ; that we 
should be enabled to pursue our work at the [nstitute 
with the feeling that we had there a home of our own. 
It is said that perhaps not 10 per cent of the members 
of our profession are in a position to devote their time 
and attention to original research. If only one in a 
hundred is in a position to doso, I hold that it is well 
they should have the opportunity. I do not undervalue 
the magnificent work done at the laboratory at Camden 
School. I say all honour to the man who pioneered in 
the work there and who has raised the veterinary pro- 
fession to a pusition of scientific eminence in thfs matter. 
All honour to trofessor M’Fadyean, but I do not see 
why we should not have two or three Professor M’Fad- 
yean’s in the country instead of one. I do not think we 
should set up a rivalry to the existing institntion by 
affording opportunities for carrying on our work in- 
dependently of that institution. On these grounds I 
move my resolution. (Applause). 

Mr. A. Lawson :—1 have great pleasure in seconding 
Professor Edgar’s resolution. I think he has been very 
modest in his demand. It is quite true that this matter 
came before tne Lancashire Association a few weeks ago, 
and there was then an uvanimous feeling that if this 
Council voted £500, they would give £50. Now that 
Professor Edgar has reduced his figure [ do not know 
what the feeling of the Lancashire Association may be, 
but I hope they will be prepared to contribute from £25 
to £30. Personally I would prefer to give the £50. 
That offer was made with a view of inducing the Council 
to be a Jittle more liberal than perhaps otherwise they 
might be inclined to be. ' 

Professor M’Fapytan :—I should like to say 2 few 
words in reference to this matter. Professor Edgar, 2 
his opening remarks, said that there was only one disseD- 
tient voice raised on the last occasion to the proposa 
Mr. Abson that we should give £250 towards the British 
Institute of Preventive Medicine. I should like to & 
plain the circumstances under which I proposed that v® 
should give nothing. The meeting had expressed its 
willingness to contribute the sum of £50 whereupon t 
chairman said he would rather than that this small sum 
should be voted, that the Council should decide to g!”? 
nothing. To meet his views I moved that we should 
give nothing. With reference to opportunities for 0% 
ducting private research which exist at the Royal Veter 
nary College, I would point out that Professor 
has unwittingly confused two things which ought t9 
kept distinct. It may come upon him as 4 
know that post graduates do conduct private researe 
the laboratory existing at the Royal ‘\ eterinary Colleg® 
He said that he had been under the impression - 
hitherto post graduates who desired to acquire 
ledge of bacterivlogy had to study at King’s 00 


Do I understand him to say that graduates have b™ 
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nducting private research at King’s College, and do I 
- eh Phat this amount is to be given to the British 


‘t Institute to promote it as a teaching institution? He 
‘a spoke about it as a place in which researches might be 
conducted perfectly independently. I should like it to 
. be made clear whether we are to give this money to the 
by British Institute towards founding a laboratory in which 
h any graduate may untramelled, conduct private research, 
: or towards promoting an institution that is to teach 
A bacteriology? Then Professor Edgar said that it was 
we quite true that only a small percentage of the profession 
- wished to study bacteriology and pathology; but if only 
e 1 per cent. wished to do so, he was prepared to afford the 
poe requisite facilities. Well, I would like to ask Professor 
mi Kdgar if he knows of a single veterinary surgeon who 


has a desire to conduct a private research and is yet 
unable to do so because he cannot find a laboratory 
available in which to pursue his studies. I have already 
elsewhere expressed my views on this subject. If there 
were a large demand, or many members of the profession 
anxious to pursue the study of pathology and bacterio- 
logy and could not already find places in which to prac- 
tice, then I think Professor Edgar’s would be an accept- 
able proposal. But, in the circumstances, | am of 
opinion that there are many other things which have 
prior claims upon our generosity than this. 

The Caarrman :—I thought, of course, that when 
Professor M’Fadyean rose to speak he was going io 
propose an amendment, otherwise [ should have objected 
to his speaking. 

Professor M’Fapygan :—Is that really a condition of 
yours as chairman, that there should be no discussion on 
this subject. I did not speak before and I do not intend 
to speak again. Am I not to be allowed to make an 
observation for or against the metion. 

The Cuatrman :—The custom or order of speaking is 
that the first speaker who follows the proposer and 
seconder of a motion shall move an amendment. 

Mr. Wraae :—I can assure you that my sympathies 
are quite with the good work that is proposed to be done 
by the British Institute of Preventive Medicine, but I 
cannot allow my sympathies to override my opinion as to 
whether this College can afford to give so large a sum as 
£300 at this moment out of its funds. Professor Edgar 
says that we do not wish to be regarded as a money- 
grubbing institution. Well, I think we can hardly be 
described as a money grubbing institution seeing that, 
after fifty-one years this College has only a paltry 
reserve fund of £7500 anda balance at our bankers to 
enable us to carry on the business of the College. We 
are asked to give £300 to this Institute or a twenty- 
fifth part our reserve fund. I think we are just in this 
a now, that we ought to be very careful with our 

unds, for we have the four years system of examination 
coming ou, and we are told by all the schools that the 
entries of students are less than they have been for 
some years; and if the entries in the schools are less 
the students presenting themselves for examination must 
necessarily be less also, and our income will certainly be 
smaller. [ beg to move as an amendment that we give 
£100 to the British Institute of Preventive Medicine 
Unconditionally. 

. tr. Tkiccer ; In the absence of Mr. James Simpson, 
who was to have moved a grant of £50, 1 venture to take 

"pon myself the responsibility of seconding Mr. Wragg’s 


£300. As Mr. Edgar has modified the sum of £5001 
think I am acting In a liberal spirit when | second the 
amendment that we give £100 unconditionally, and with 
our good will and heartiest wishes for the success of this 
institution. 

Mr. Axsson : I think we should stick to our motion at 
the last meeting, that we should give the sum of £250. 
That I think is rather a more level sum than £300. I 
think it is most important that we should identify our- 
selves with the British Institute of Preventive Medicine. 
It bids fair to be a rival to avy similar institution, 
Valuable work will be carried on there, veterinary as 
well as medical work, in fact I think the two professions 
will have to work hand in hand there. There are many 
diseases, we know, that affect the lower animals and man 
alike, and the two branches must go together. 

Mr. J. A. W. Doxttar: In considering this question I 
have been guided by the consideration as to the manver 
in which our having a veterinary laboratory at this 
Institute will act. The difficulty, | take it, under which 
we have to labour is not that we have not already suffi- 
cient places in which to work, but that, unfortunately, 
members of our profession are not sufficiently endowed 
with this world’s riches to enable them to devote them- 
selves for one or two or more years to the work of private 
research and the giving up of their practice. Now had 
it been that any endowments were promised by the 
British Institute for which our profession would have 
the chance of competing, I should have heen most 
delighted to support the proposition of Prof. Edgar that 
the sum of £300—or even £500—should be given. In 
that case 1 think we should have had a substantial re- 
turn for our money, aud that the first necessity for 
original work being carried on, would have been fulfilled. 
But that appears to me not so. Another point which 
appears to have been overlvoked is that, although bac 
teriology at the present time is much thought of, and 
albeit astonishing work and great advantage have atten- 
ded bacteriology and pathology as sciences, those are not 
the sole means hy which we may expect to make 
advances ; and I take it, that in voting away our money, 
we should first consider how best to advance the interests 
of the profession over whose welfare we preside. It may 
be that in the future other schemes—bacteriological 
observation or some other branch of our profession—may 
be bronght before us. If, then, at the present time we 
make a very large grant to this Institute, we shall be in 
more or less danger of crippling our funds when further 
demands are made upon them. I think also that we 
should vot lose sight of the fact that, owing to the 
poverty of our graduates, we may bring on ourselves 
very serious discredit—and, in fact, bring ourselves into 
ridicule and contempt—if after an extensive laboratory 
is established at this Institute by an act of generosity 
on its part, it is found that there is a scarcity of veter- 
inary surgeons in a position to devote themselves for 
two or three years to this work. In that case our seter- 
inary laboratory would stand in considerable danger of 
being left empty ; and I think in making propositions 
scarcely distinguished for their modesty, it would ill be- 
come us to have the place left empty and no one work- 
ing there For these reasons | support the amendment. 

The CuatrmMaNn: I may say that there are here a 
number of letters from local societies, the Lancashire, 
the Eastern Counties, and the Lincolnshire, all promis- 


oe that we give £100 without any conditions 
- . Inthe first place I think that £300 is a very 
~ erate sum to offer when we impose conditions upon 
sa ra { think we had much better give what 
wma rote ord, namely £100, and without attaching any 
to our gift. You cannot purchase 
aon a or the sum which the original motion offers ; 
pert to nab it appears tu me to be presumptuous on our 

ask the British Institute to give us a position for 


ing donations towards the [nstitute supplementary to 
any grant the Council of this College may make. Other 
societies write to say that, although they cordially ap- 

rove of the scheme, they have no funds t+ give. [ 
too, a letter from Dr. Ruffer, the principal of the 
Institute, in which he says there will be a veterinary 
laboratory attached to the Institute; that it was always 
proposed to have such a place; that it is in the plans 
and is now being built. He hopes that the veterinary 
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profession wiil co-operate with the Institute in this 
matter, but even without their co-operation the work 
will proceed. He, however, adds that they would much 

refer to have the co-operation of the profession officially. 
T do vot think I] need trouble you with any remarks on 
the question after what Mr. Edgar has said. 

Mr. Asson: After Dr. Ruffer’s letter I withdraw my 
amendment in favour of Mr. Edgar’s motion. 

Thirteen voted for the amendment and six against. 

Prof. Witt1ams: We can give £100 every year, or at 
other times. 

The Caatrman: Of course, and I hope we shall do so. 

A ProposEpD SCHOLARSHIP. 

Prof. PenpertHy moved: “ That a sum not less than 
£50 be granted from the funds of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons to provide for a scholarship to be 
given to a graduate, such sum to be expended in study 
at some foreign veterinary school or schools. That the 
award of the scholarship and conditions under which it 
is held be decided by the Council.” 

The CuarrmMan: Dol urderstand you that you only 
propose that one sum of £50 be granted or that we 
should vote that sum annually. 

Prof. Penpertuy: This one year. We can make a 
fresh graut if we find the experiment successful. At 
present we do not (if we carry this resolution) bind our- 
selves to more than onesum. J have been told by some 
that the amount of money I propose is cousiderable, 
while others are of opinion that it is inconsiderable. We 
have just granted to an Institute £100 of our funds. 
We have granted it very willingly, and with an earnest 
hope that we may be encouraged to grant a like sum 
annually, but that wonld not in any way interfere with 
the proposition that I have made. My view in moving 
this resolution is to encourage study abroad. In this 
tight little island, though we sometimes think we have 
the best veterinary surgeons in the world, we can hardly 
claim that we have the whole veterinary knowledge. 
The advantage in studying atroad would be that clinical 
medicine as well as bacterivlogy could be studied. The 
result would have to be reported to the Council asa 
condition of the acceptance of the grant, and thus not 
only would the individual receiving the grant be bene- 
fitted by the foreign course he obtaiued, but the whole 
profession would gain an advantage from the sum thus 
expended, We are told that there are not many men in 
our profession capable of carrying out original bacter- 
iological research, but Ido not know that that opinion 

is correct. I feel that the sum [ propose is a small one 
to ask for. It would not last an expensive individual for 
a very long time. Avyone gaining it would have to 
possess some knowledge of continental languages, and it 
would thus be an encouragement to proficiency on the 
art of our students or of younger members of the pro- 
ession. Prof. McCall seconded the proposition. 

Mr. Kipp opposed the motion, remarking that at the 
last meeting a resolution was adopted with a view of 
founding a bursary or scholarship in connection with the 
jubilee of that College, a scheme which he hoped would 
succeed. It was surely not creditable to them that they 
should vote—or be asked to vote—a sum of £50 in 
order that one might go abroad to get his professional 
education and return to this country with the brand 
“Made in Germany.” His conviction was that post 

raduates could obtain all the education it was desirable 

or them to have without going abroad to seek it. 

Prof. WitLiaMs, in supporting the motion, drew Mr. 
Kidd’s attention to a fact which, he said, he did not 
seem to know, namely, that on the continent veterinary 
schools were endowed with very large sums of money by 
Government, and they possessed in consequence appli- 
ances of which the British schools were destitute. Heuce 
veterinary surgeons on the continent had opportunities 
of being more highly educated than their brethren in 


Great Britain. Moreover, at present the number of men 
in the profession at home capable of being examiners 
was so limited, that they should seek by all means in 
their power to increase that number by qualifying men 
to become examiners. 

Prof. McFapygan : 1 should like in a single sentence 
to support the motion and to say that [ regret to see 
that the spirit of insular prejudice, whlch has kept the 
profession in this country in a backward state for fifty 
years, is not dead yet. 

Prof. Enear: I shall support Prof. Penberthy’s pro- 
position if only to establish the logical position I took 
up just now in inviting you to graut £300 to sucha 
noble institution as the British Institute of Preventive 
Medicine 

The CuHarrman: I wish to say a few words on this 
subject, too, for I do not think that | ever saw in my 
life a better illustration of the. prejudices and interests 
of men than that which has been afforded during the last 
quarter of an hour in this room. Prof. McFadyean re- 
fers to insular prejudice. Is it insular prejudice on our 
part to wish to havea place in, and to ally ourselves with 
a great scientific institution in this country, and to 
withhold a grant to send a man abroad chiefly for the 
clinical instruction he can get there! Why, if there is 
oue thing in this world in which we surpass all continen- 
tal veterinary surgeons it is in our clinical work. It is 
only in pathological and bacteriological knowledge that 
we are their inferiors. We are to send a man abroad for 
the knowledge he will get from the foreign cliniques. 
The whole thing is preposterous. When £300 _— 
for a national scheme we say we have not the inoney, or 
cannot afford to part with the money, and yet in the 
next breath we are asked for £50 to send a man abroad 
for the purpose I have named. The supporters dare not 
ask for an annual grant of that sum but limit their 
proposal to one year, kuowing that only as an annual 
grant could it be of any value. I do not profess to know 
the ulterior object of this motion, but it looks now like 
an attempt at riding for a fall. 

Prof. PENBERTHY to the Chairman: I must disavow 
in toto the inferences, which have been made by you. Ido 
say that there is an immense amount of clinical exper- 
ience to be gained at Berlin and elsewhere on the con- 
tinent in the cliniques of which I have spent some time, 
and in which I should be very glad to spend some more 
time, with profit to myself and to others. I did not 
urge my proposition simply on the ground of the clinical 
experience that would be gained. 

The Cuarrman: I beg your pardon. The shorthand 
writer’s notes will correct us. 

A reference to the shorthand writer’s notes showed 
that the proposal was advocated on the ground of study- 
ing clinical medicine as well as bacteriology. 

Prof. PeNBERTHY remarked that he intended to sf 
that the course of study he proposed would fit a mau to 
carry out bacteriological research at the British Institute 
of Preventive Medicine to which they had just grav id 
£100 and to which he hoped that next year they wo" 
be able to grant another £100. The idea of establishing 
bursaries for continental study was not a new idea ~ 
one which had its origin in any proposal to aid tot > 
British Iustitute of Preventive Medicine. The qo 
has been referred to by The Veterinarian, and ~ - 
mooted long before the Institute named was thought 

Prof. McCatt, as the seconder of the motion, 84! he 
the Chairman’s remarks could not apply to him Z 
had voted for a coutribution of £300 to the Institu 

The CuaraMan : I never for one moment believ 
you (Prof. McUall) knew of the initiation of this mo 
I never for one moment suspected such a thing. | tit 

There were five for the motion and nine agai” of 

Several notices of motion were given, and 4 V 
thanks to the president closed the proceedings. 
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